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As Advertiſement to the Readers, 
ms Appointment of the Club. 


HO few Papers have been lately 
publiſhed, in this Place, that 
| ſtand more in Need of a Preface 
to uſher them into the World, 
the LADIES concern'd in the 
following LE ITI E R are not ſo 
Formal as to prefix a taſhionable 
EE Apolog) tor it, nor Silly enough 
to court the Readers tavour by the vulgar Arts. 

Ws think it may be ſufficient to inform the Pub- 

lick, that, after the happy Commencement of our 
Cu, two Years paſt ere we were diſcovered by any 

Mortal. So ſecretly and cautiouſly did we manage 
our Affairs, that twas impoſſible for others to have 
found us out, it we had not reveal'd our ſelves. The. 
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Honourable Gentleman, who was firſt privy to our 


Conſtitution, had remain d as great a Stranger as his 
N eighbours, if one of our own Number had not be- 
tray d us. But who can blame our Siſter? She! had 
a generous Motive te make the Revelation. Reaſon 

might welt quie the Field; Wen that almiohn y plca- 
ſing Paſſion took place. What will Love not do? 
Love, they ſay, can bxcak thro' brazen Gates, and 
Iron Bars. How then, cou'd our Siſter keep 8 1 
nocent a Secret en her beſt Friend? What elſe 
wou'd all of us have done in the like Circumftances? 


The Strong, the Brave, the Vertuous and the Wi fe, 
Kink in the (oft Captivity together. 


ADD1$S0Nn'%s cu | 
Yet that generous Gentleman conceal d our be 
above three Months from his moſt intimate Cee 
nions, and, we believe, wou'd have had the Vers 
to keep. the Secret tor ever, it his Arguments h + non 
prevail'd on us to entertain his Brethren of an Abe. 
nian Society in Town with an Account of the Ori- 
ginal and preſent Conſtitution of our Club. When 
we Were diſpos d to do ſo, ve oblig d our Secretary, 
who ſhou'd have been the laſt in expoſing us, to ſuf- 

fer the Pain of writing it, as a juſt Puniſhment for 
her Indiſctetion. Accordingly ſhe wrote the. Hiſto- 
ry in a Letter ro her Lover, who communicated it, 
at our Deſire, to his Brethren. They importun d us 


from 


Me. Jaws | M. Evex, 


os 
E have at length, bg the att and 
Means of the Honourable C. C- m E. 


| quire, revail d with the Ladies of the Fair It 
tellectual- Club, 20 publiſh their Secretary F 

Letter, written to him ſome Months ago. A 
cordingly J. have the Authority and Pleaſure 16 
convey the Manuſcript, faithfully tranſcribed, ig 


your Hand; that ſo rare a Patern and . 


of F emale Excellence may be no longer conce 
but ſet out to the View and Imitation of the fy 
polite Part of that delicate Sex. Believe me 
be with much po ith 


October 16. 
1719. 
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and, tho we were unwilling to deny or diſoblige 
them, we conſented with great Relugtanch. Bur now 
that ir ſpreads, we refolye to diſcoyce our ſelves alſo 
very ſoon, provided” we have the Pleaſure. to hear 
that others of our Sex have che Emulation;to, copy 
after our Example. Tho we thau'd hayc been better 
pleas d to continue in our beloy d Ob(curity, we are 
neither aſham d to expoſe our Method of Procedure, 
nor our very Perſons. And we hope the Opinion of 
Mankind c us tall en be dec when 
our Names and Conditions are more known. . If we 
were not conſcious to our ſelyes of our Honeſty, we 


ou d dread the Conſequences of this, much more 


CI 2d ene in + $138 vhs 


| Diſpofition and Conſcience preſerve a conſtant Eaſe 
and Ae e us, and wilt fecurc us from the 
Injuries of Calumny and Reproacli. Beſides, the in- 
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iſtory comes to be publiſhed fo ſoon, are roo high 
in our Eſteem not to be ſufficient. Judges and Vou- 
chers of it. Their Approbation tn Favorit Siye a- 
bundance of Sanction to us; and we fear te Con- 
ſtructions of others the leſs, that we are invited to 


make our ſelves known by thoſe whom we value, and 
who, we arc lure, wou'd not adviſe us ill. If any 
condemn or pick. Quarrels with us weaker Vellels, 
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Dane ce by whole Intereſt and Means our 


"a hom, no. extras Irdi "ary great Thi ca be 
Ae we By t 15 na gone: Thi Fanta 
rous enough, e ſpecially er this is our firſt 

App pearance, ak A tare One 00% a5, the, Times f go in 

this Nation. ignorance of humane Nature, (where- 
of Women partake as well as Men) Malice, Weak- 
neſs or Want of Thought, may occaſion a great ma- 
ny Objections againſt üs, ſuch as, that we go out of 
our. 8 here; that We neglect more proper Buſineſs, 
Sc. but as it wou'd be tolly | to anſwer Fibel before 
they ate made, ſo to obviate theſe Objections here, 


wou'd be to alter the Purpoſe of this Advertiſement. 


We conclude in full Aſſurance, that Men of beſt + 


Senſe will be moſt favourable. As for thoſe who 
have no juſt Title to that Character, we have no 


Reaſon, and as little Fancy to regard either their 


Cenſure or Encomium. We flatter our ſelves, the 
Males will not, but if any, of our own Sex think-fit 


Defences.” De oy 
Veriue's defenſio e *. Rs muſt be e 
To drape the N and malicious Ne r 


, RIAN 


to attack us, we hope to be able to give the World 
Satisfaction, while we put them to een, on in our 


d -4 2 B. B. 5 
Written and ſigned by < and Members of the Club 
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Fair Intellectual- Club, &c. 


HE Intreaties of that Honourable Society where- 
of you are ſo deſervedly a Member, have, with 
WW Difficulty, prevaiPd on our CL us, to let you 
into the Secret of its Original and preſent Con- 
i SER ſtitution. Accordingly, I am honoured by my 
7 IN SISTER s, to entertain you, with a brief De- 
tail of the moſt conſiderable Circumſtances, in our Hiſtory. 

And, I own, *tis with Vanity, as awell as Pleaſure, I have 
ſuch a noble Occaſion to write to a Gentleman, whoſe Merits 
I have long admir'd, and whoſe Friendſhip I juſtly value my 
ſelf for: Tho, at the fame time, I have neither Aſſurance, nor 


A 1 „ 


W . ** — 


2 An Account of the 
Skill enougli, to ſupport my Character in managing the Truſt com- 
mitted to me, whilſt I addreſs my ſelf to one of your Judgment and 
Taſte. But whatever my Weakneſſes be, I know your Candour | 
and Goodneſs will diſpoſe you to be favourable, eſpecially when 
you think of our Sex, and that particular Body I repreſent, in 
writing this Epiſtle. | | 


*T 15 true, no Miſtakes or Blunders I may be guilty of, either in 
Method, Sentiments, or Stile, can juſtly be imputed to my Conſti- 
tuents, who are concern'd no more than in giving Allowance and 
Command to write their Hiſtory to you, who had the Cunning 
firſt to diſcover our Club; and therefore, IJ need not apologize for 


them: But I can't help thinking it a good Argument, to prevail 


with a fine Gentleman, who, on all proper Occaſions, expreſſeth his 
Eſteem and Regard for the Ladies, to pardon the natural Weak- _ 
neſſes of one for the Sake of the reſt, to whom they are common. 


W1THouUuT troubling you or my felt with any other Apology 
for the Rudeneſs that mult certainly appear in the Compolure of 
a Woman, ſo littie accuſtomed to write, I ſhall proceed directly 
to the Purpoſe in Hand; and, as I can, afford you a juſt and 
impartial Account of that Club, which you are ſo fond to know. 


VET, Sir, it will not be improper to notice in the Preamble, 
that, whatever Defe&s may happen in my Management of this 
Undertaking; no Perſon can pretend to underſtand the Thing bet- 
ter, or at leaſt hath fairer Opportunities to know the Circum- 
ſtances and State thereof, than I, who was one of the three La- 
dies that laid the Foundation of the Club, and have been preferred 

to 


Fair Intellectual - Club. 3 
to be Miſtreſs Secretary of it, ever ſince its Eſtabliſhment, to the 
preſent Day. Tis in that Character I now write, however un- 
_ worthy in Reſpe& of ſome of my Siſters) who have conferred it 
upon me: And TI beg the Privilege of being conſider'd as ſuch, 
whilſt you peruſe the following Relation. 


IN the Month of May 1717, three young Ladies happened to 
divert our ſelves by walking in Heriot's Gardens, where one of us 
took Occaſion to propsſe that we ſhould enter into a Society, for 
Improvement of one another in the Study and Practice of ſuch 
Things, as might contribute moſt effectually to our Accompliſh- 
ment. This Overture ſhe enforc'd with a great deal of Reaſon- 
ing, that diſpos d the other two cheerfully to comply with it. The 
Honour of our Sex in general, as well as our particular Intereſt, 
was intended, when we made that Agreement. We thought it a 
great Pity, that Women, who excel] a great many others in Birth 
and Fortune, ſhould not alſo be more eminent in Virtue and good 
Senſe, which we might attain unto, if we were as induſtrious to 
cultivate our Minds, as we are to adorn our Bodies. | 


"Tis true that MAN is more ſublime and bold, 
But Wow aN's figur d of a finer Mold. 
Hence the ſoft Nature of her pliant Clay 
Will all Impreſſions take, all Forms obe). 

| Who then excludes the Virgin as unfit 

or the high Arts, and Myſteries of Wit ? 
Or, why ſhould baſe, invidious Man deny 
Ihe Search of Truth, to their diſcerning Het 


| A 2 : ily 


4 An Account of the 


Why, when ingenit Reaſon ſhoots her Ray 
To light us all, are they forbid the Day? „ 
Why ſhould thh'inplanted Energy of Mind E 
Grow faint and ſlaken in the Female-Kjnd ? VN 
Imperial ] o VE forbids o great a Crime, os 
Nor was Ar OL LO only born to climb 


Aonian Hills; when to inhabit there, 
The Mus Es ever tuneful, ever fair. 


TRXITONIAN PALLAS does her A615 weild, | ? 
Nor Wit to PHotsBus or GRADIVUS yell, 9 
But rules in ATHENS, and commands the Field., 


I preſume, Sir, you'll excuſe the Pedantry of this Quotation, 
which I remember to have read ſome where, in Honour of our 


Sex; and in ſtead of Words, which I could not have uſed more 


fitly in Defence of the Deſign and Method we had agreed to pur- 
ſue, for our mutual Improvement. But in writing to you, I flatter 
my ſelf, it is needleſs to inſiſt in proving we are capable of a 
great many Arts and Vertues, that we too much neglect to Study 
and practiſe; neither need I mention the Reaſons that determin d 
us to make ſuch a Tranſaction. The Hints already offered are 
ſufficient to let an intelligent Perſon ſee, We neither go out of our 
Sphere, nor have acted inconſiderately in what we have done: 
And more to the ſame Purpoſe may fall in naturally hereafter. 
In the mean Time, I ſhall proceed to tell you, That, according to 
our Paction, we reſolved to meet in my Chamber on another Day, 
when, after Deliberation, we might concert Meaſures jointly for the 
Eſtabliſhment of our C LU. When the appointed Time came, we 
met, and delivered by Turns, the Sentiments we had prepared be- 
= * 


Fair Intellectual Club. 9 
fore hand by our ſelves. Aſter much ſerious Conference, t Was 
concluded, That, neither a leſſer nor greater Number than Nine 
' ſhould make up what we were to Name, The Fair INTE x - 
LECTUAL-CLus. We were apprehenſive. it would not be 
eaſy to find out other Six, whoſe Humours and Qualifications 


would render them every Way fit and agreeable Companions, in 
that Relation. However, we reſolv'd to ſpare no Pains in making 


a prudent Choice. And in Order to maintain our wiſhed for Har- 
mony and Order, we immediately proceeded to adjuſt fome 
Things among our ſelves, ere any more were invited to join us. 
But finding it a Matter of great Importance to our C 1. v s, to 
have it well eſtabliſhed, we judged it expedient to adjourn our 
Meeting yet ſome Days further, and, in the Interval have our 
Thoughts buſied, concerning what might be molt proper to be gone 
into, at our Meeting. Each of us gave in a written Scheme of what 
we thought moſt expedient to be agreed on, for the Regulation of 
the Cl un. We reaſoned on every Article propoſed, and recor- 

ded, in a ſeparate Paper, whatſoever we gave mutual Aﬀent unto. 
Thus rejecting all the Overtures made by any of us, that were not 
approven and received by us all, we fixed on a few Articles, to 
which we unanimouſly agreed, on that Occaſion. Yet becauſe we 
were conſcious of the Importance of the Tranſaction, it was judged 
requiſite to adjourn till another Day, that we might be the more 
dp to what was concluded belde oe 


You muſt have the Charity, Sir, to believe we were very fe- 
Tious and deliberate in our Retir ements, while we endeavoured to 
be fully ſatisfied in our own Minds concerning the Reaſonableneſs 


aid 


6 An Account of the 


and Expediency of what we were to do. The more Time we ſpent 


in thinking and conferring together upon the Meaſures we had laid 


down, we were the more cheerfully diſpoſed to adhere to them; 


in ſo much that, when the Time of Meeting came, we were all 
ready to accompliſh our Deſign, with the greateſt Hope of Zucces 
and Expreſſions of mutual Love and Friendſhip. 


TH x Original of our CL us being thus far fairly tas 


to you, Sir, it will not be thouglit unnatural in the next Place, to 
deliver the Contents of the Paper which we ſubſcribed, upon the 
fuſt Tharſday of June, and which I here tranſcribe from the G 
nal it ſelf; as follows. 
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TheRuuts . of the Fair 
InTELLEcTVaL-CLus in Edinburgh. : 


E, whoſe Names are underwritten, being ſenſible of the 
Diſadvantages that our Sex in General, and we in parti- 


cular labour under, for want of an eſtabliſhed Order and Method 
in our Converſation : And being ambitious to imitate the lau- 
dable Example of ſome of our Brethren, that make the greateſt 


Figure in the learn'd and polite World, in fo far as we are capable 
and may reaſonably be allowed, by entring into a mutual Com- 


pact and Agreement, to act for the Intereſt and Improvement of 


one another, in our Meetings ; have reſolved to eſtabliſh a Club, 
5 called, 


N 


1 


called, The Farn-INTELLECTUAL-CLun; and here- 


| Fair Intelleual-Club. 7 


by declare our Aſſent, and Purpoſe to obſerve, (whilſt we are alive 
and unmarried) | The RULES and ConsTITUTION 85 


which follow; 


L Tr ar we ſhall maintain a ſincere and conſtant mutual 
Friendſhip, while we live; and never directly nor indirectly reveal 
or make known, without Conſent of the whole C Lu s asked and 


given, the Names of the Members, or Nature of the Cr u s. 


II. T a a T none ſhall be invited or admitted into the C Lu B 


before her Name be propoſed in it, and her Merits impartially 


conſidered, and Allowance given by all the * to have her 


introduced. 


III. Th A none ſhall be declared a Member of our C 1 U By 
before ſhe bath, in our Preſence, ſubſcribed her Name to the 
Rur Es and CONSTITUTIONS thereof. 


IV. TuAr we ſhall never admit more than Nine into our 


Cr vs, whereof Five ſhall be counted a Quorum ſufficient to act 


in Abſence of the reſt, as if the N umber was W 


V. Tr a T none ſhall be invited or admitted into our C 1. vs 
before ſhe be fifteen Years of Age, nor after her twentieth Year is 


Enpired. 


VI. TA altho' different Principles and Politicks ſhall be 
no Hindrance to the Admiſſion of Members into our C 1. un, 


bes 


Phan: 


An Account of the 
being Proteſtants : Vet none ſhall preſume to urge theſe directly 
or indirectly in our Meetings on Pain of Cenſure. 


VII. Tua r altho we may, on proper Occalions make Ex- 
curſions in Commendation of the Genius and Conduct of other 


People; yet none ſhall be guilty of practiſing the filly Arts of 
Cenſure and Rowe, on Pain of Cenſure. | 


VIII. TH ar every Perſon at her firſt Admiſſion into the 
CLuUus, ſhall entertain the Cr uv s with a written Harangue, 


and deliver the Sum of Ten Shillings Sterling, for the Uſe of the 
Poor, as we hall direct. | 


IX. Tu 4 T one ſhall be choſen at the Beginning of each Quar- 
ter of the Year, in our Meetings, to whom we ſhall addreſs our 
ſelves when we ſpeak, by the Name of Miſtreſs Speaker, and pay 
all the due Reſpect to her that becometh us to one, whom 
we impow”r to determine Differences, ſilence Debates, cenſure 
Tranſgreſſors, ſtate Votes; and in a Word, to perform all the 
Offices that one in the Charatter of PRESES may reaſonably 
be allowed to do. 


X. T HAT Aſiſtreſs Speaker ſhall entertain the CL u with a 
written Speech of her own Compoſure, immediately before the 
Election of one to ſucceed her in the Chair. 


XI. Thar weſhall elect a Secretary to the Club, at the Be- 
ginning of each Quarter, immediately after the Choice of Mrs. 
Speaker; and that ſhe {hall record in a Book, and have the Cu- 

ſtody 


19 W 


| all that paſsd in the Club duri ng. her Q MAT. us, 
the Election of one to ſucceed, her. AN; 


Fair Intellectual - Club. 


_ of the Mipuces 5 our b pee as > all othep r Papers 


XII. Tram Mrs. [LINN ſhall read over the Minutes of 


XIII. THAT we ſhall punctually attend on all the Meetings 


of our Club, which for ordinary are to be once a Week; and 
that Abſents ſhall be cenſured, unleſs their F ExCuſes be found to 


n, 


XIV. Tx HAT e whoſhover, 1 to be tothe Sand 
and Rebukes of the Club pronounced by Mrs. Speaker, {hall be 
expelled from it, if ſober Reaſoning can't provall... 


XV. TuAT When Death, Marii lage, or other important Oc 
currences ſhall, in the Courſe of Providence, remove any Mem- 
ber from our Club, Care ſhall be taken to make a ſpeedy Supply 


1 


of her Room, leſt the Club ſuffers c or go to nothing. 


XVI. Tua we ſhall not be limited by our Subſcriptions 
2 making new Regulations, Additions or Alterations, for our 


greater Good and Improvement, from Time to Time, as we ſhall 1 
* Cauſe. 3 


WT.) HESE, Articles eee were 10 abſcrib'g by us three, 
that composd them, before any were invited to join us. To 
Weeks paſs'd ere We cou'd agree in the Choice of one to be a 
Member: We thought: we cou'd not be too cautious of admit- 


B ting 


An Avcotrut of the 


a our Club, which we defign'd for ſuch noble Purpo- 


ſes. We were ambitious of a rational and ſek& Converſation, 
compos d of Perſons who have the Talent of pleaſing with Delica- 
cy of Sentiments flowing from habitual Chaſtity of Thought : 


We were eager to keep but Pretenders to Mirth and Gallantry, 
and all ſuch who with conftrain'd, obſcene and painful Witti- 


ciſms, pelter People ia mix'd Companies. At Length we unani- 


mouſly pitch'd on Three, whoſe-Genius and Conduct were moſt 


agreeable, Theſe we endeavoured by ſeveral: honeſt Means to 
gain. The fix met, according to a Paction, in my Chamber, 
where I, in Name of my Siſters, inform'd them of the Nature of 


our Club, and read over the Rules and Conſtitutions of it in their | 


Hearing, to which they cheerfully ſubſeribed. Now we had a 


| ſufficient Quorum, and were capable to act, according to our 
Rules, as we judg'd expedient. A Day was appointed for our 


Meeting, when we were alſo to chuſe a Speaker and Secretary. But, 
ere the Time came, we found a ſeventh Member to our unſpeak- 
able Satisfaction. Out of the Seven Mrs. Speaker and Mrs. Secre- 
tary were choſen. You need not doubr, Sir, but we made a pru- 
dent Choice of Mrs. Speaker. As for me, who had the Honour to 
be made Secretary, I ſhall not be ſo proud as to appear ſneakingly 


5 Modeſt, by running down my own Abilities for the ſecond Poſt in 


our CL us, Which conſiſted meerly in a greater Dexterity in 
Writing than the reſt pretended to. Mrs. Speaker being plac'd in 
her Chair, and J at the Table, with proper Materials for the Diſ- 
charge of my Duty, the CL v » agreed that we ſhou'd adjourn 


our Meeting till the firſt Thurſday of July, and in the Interval ſeek | 


out b daher two Ladies — to join us, and make our * Number 
com- 


e ,y me +» 3 1 


Rar Inrellactual- Club. 
ch As: alſo Mrs. Spraten was required to prepare 


Sep EEC to be delivered by her at the opening of our grand Aſ- 


ſembly. It happened very luckily, that before the firſt Tlarſday of 


Jah came, our Ns: un Was made 1 e , are great 
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1 o u cannot imagine, $i, 8 To we had altes found 


our ſelves conveened in the Character of Members of T u = 


FAIR INTELLECTUAL CLus. For my Part I thought 
my Soul ſhou'd have leapt out of my Mouth, when I ſaw nine 
Ladies, like the nine Maſes, ſo advantagiouſly poſted. If ever I 
had a ſenſible Taſte and Reliſh of true Pleaſure in my Life, it was 


then, Ob! How delightful is the Pleaſure of the Mind! None 


knows it bur thoſe x who. value Reaſon . en Improves, a- 
bove fine e Beauty and Apparel. | 


Bur to proceed, Sir, after ſome preliminary Things ach 28 the 
Admiſſivn of the two youngeſt Members, He. Mrs. Speaker entet- 
tained us with a Speech, according to our Deſire, and to our great 

| SatisfaRtion.” „ believe y you wil be as fond to have a Copy of it, 

as to know the Circumſtances hitherto related. And ſince I haye 
obtain'd an unlimited Commiſſion from the Club, I may venture 


to | tranſcribe the Original 7 which i is in my Hands at preſent. I do 


it the rather, becauſe it will fave me a great deal of Labour and 


Time, that I would otherwiſe be obliged to expend, in giving you 
a full Account of our preſent Conſtitution. From it, one of your 


diſcerning Judgment and Taſte with gafily learn our Conduct in our 


NE: and be able 9 determine, without a neg Detail, whe- 
SE. ther 
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ther or not tis worth our while to keep up the FA TR I'n- 
TELLECTUA * L UB. Take it then Word for Word, as 
followeth. eee yrots: ee e 1 „ ts 
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. you will credit me, when 1 "EY you, I was never 
- ſo much at a Loſs all my Life for want of Abilities ro expreſs 

rhe Sentiments of my Mind, as on this Occaſion. When I conſi- 
der in whoſe Company and in what Character I am at preſent, 
my natural Vanity and Confidence fail me, and a daſtard Fear 
ſcizes on my Spiri its: Nor i is it much to be wonder ed at, ſince I 
appear before a Club of the moſt polite Ladies in Narth-Britain, 
and attempt by your Commands to ſpeak concerning an Eſta- 
bliſnment and Conſtitution, into Which, contrar the Cuſtom of 
our Sex, we are entering, as adventrous Siltois into a new diſcove- 
red Land. Tis my Pleaſure however, that I know the Candor as 
well as the Judgment of my Auditors, and that the Imper fe ions. 
of my Addreſs can ſcarce exceed the Bounds of your e 
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Ws are here, by the EE Condit of dine Nbg NF 
ſembled in the Relation of Members of the ſame Body. The So- 
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ciety, in hi we ate engag'd, cannot be maintain'd without the 
moſt unfeign'd Friendſhip, and induſtrious Application. As mu- 


' tual Love and Charity are neceſſary to preſerve our Union and 


Harmony; ſo Diligence muſt be uſed in order to our Improve- 
ment in thoſe Arts and Vertues, that may come under our Con- 


ſideration. Tis our Accompliſhment in every Thing our Sex 


may reaſonably be allowed to ſtudy and practiſe, that we defiprd 
by our late Tranſaction; and we can never, on good Grounds, 
hope to attain our ere End, unleſs we be ſincerely engag'd in 
the common Intereſt. I do not mention this, as if J entertain'd 
the leaſt Jealouſy of your good Diſpoſitions, after the Pains you 
have been at, to work your Minds to a cheerful Compliance with 
the Rules and Conſtitutions of the Club. But the Frailty of hu- 
mane Nature gives abundance of Reaſon, to inculcate Things 
that are eſſentially neceſſary to the good Succeſs of our Undertak- 
ings. Nor can it be unſeaſonable for us at any Time, to recom- 
mend what we are in ſo much Danger of forgetting, while we are 
nen m__ ſo ny Temptations, and Toms to ſo many Im- 
40 Ot boite | e e BL GOO 1 
Ox DER pro Sobel A in our Proceedings are ſo evidently; 
requiſite to our Succeſs, that I don't know, if it would be conſi⸗ 
ſtent with Civility, if I ſhould urge you, Ladies, to maintain them 
with the utmoſt Care. You have fo well provided againſt the 
contrary, by your laudable Laws, that no Room is left to doubt 
but Matters will be carried on with the greateſt Exactneſs and De- 
oency. And the Light of natural Reaſon that ſhines illuſtr iouſly 
in FG whole Condug, cannot * to point out the Way to your 


Intereſt, 


* 4s 


Be. 


©, * : 
4 , 1 * - 


a, wo —— > 35 ce” * MA 
. ADAIR NEU rH Yn, ts Es 8 


r Ne NE CE LC NTEES 
— — 
2 
% ., + > 04... wow S » . 
— 


14 Te - th ene of be 
| Intereſt, and diſcover the Rocks on which you might ne 
ſtumble. Give me Leave however to put you in Mind an this O- 
caſion, that every Thing that appears good and uſeful in its ſelf, 
does not ly in the Road of our Improvement. A great many 
Things may be ſtudied by the Male Sex, which, tho we may ab 
fo be capable to purſue them, don't properly concern us. Nor is 
it every Thing that may pleaſe our own curious Fancies that we 
| ſhoud make the Subject of our Enquiries and Converſation. 
How apt are Women to trouble their Heads about nice Speculati- 


ons and ſubtile Diſputes, they have no Intereſt in? Let us no- 


diſcover ſo much Weakneſs, as to prefer Out-o-the-Way-Things, 
to more ſolid and neceſſary Entertainment. While we have ſuch 
a glorious Body as the Sun before us, let us not ſcek Light from 
the Stars. When all that is neceſſary to be known and done by un 
in our Sphere, is poſitive and certain, let us not vainly gaze at 
Shadows, and be delighted with probable Conjectures. And 
that we may keep cloſs to our own Buſineſs, and give no juſt Oe. 
caſion to others, who may in Time become acquainted! with ourr 
Management, to cenſure or ridicule us : ; allow me ta unboſame | 
my Thoughts to you, with all due ReſpeR and Submiſſion to your 
| ſuperior Judgment and Diſcretion, concerning the Tg which, 

in whe Openion, are rey 8 our Concern. TS 


ONT IEC Eh eee auf 
F e e 8 
Ir may be thought ſtrange i 1 1 hould mention . ind 
Vertue, in the firſt Place, as neceſſary Founatians to our Socie- 
ty, and Things without which I deſpair of Succeſs in any of our 
Undertakings. And yet TH looſe fo oe an Opportunity of 

declar- 
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declaring to yu, whom I love ſo dearly, that I look on che Study 


and Practice of theſe as abſolutely requiſite, to render us great as 


well as good Women. I do not ſay, that in Order to our attaining 
the Ends we have in View, we muſt be joined to ſuch and ſuch a 
particular Sect of Chriſtians, appear fo and ſo grave and devout, 


put on an angry Zeal againſt thoſe who may be of a different Per- 


ſwaſion, or form to our ſelves the ſame ideas of Government or 
Policy. But I muſt own it is my Sentiment, that true, unaffe- 
Qed and unſophiſticated Piety, a good Conſcience toward God 
and Man, is the beſt Bond of Society and Help to the obtaining a 
 Bleffingon the Means we uſe to accompliſh our felves in other 
' Matters. Nothing is ſo kind and inviting as it is. It is ſo far 
from impoſing unneceſſary Burdens on our Nature, that it eaſeth 
us of the Weight, that our Paſſions and Miſtakes lay upon it. It 
is ſo far from being always at Cuffs with good Humour, that it 


is unſeparably united therewith. Inſtead of ſubduing us with Ri- 


Sour, it redeemeth us from the Slavery we are in to our ſelves, 
whilſt we are under the Uſurpation of our Appetites let looſe and 
not reſtrain'd. It is both the Foundation and Crown of all other 
Vertues. It cleanſeth the Underſtanding, and bruſheth off the 


Earth that hangeth about our Souls. But why do I recommentl 
this with ſo much Warmth to you, who think it your Pleaſure as 


well as your Duty and Intereſt? You know well, it would-be a 


vain Thing for you to direct your Behaviour in the World, and 
yet negle& that which you owe toward him that made it? If no 
Government can flouriſh which does not encourage and prope- - 

gate Religion and Morality among all its particular Members, ſo 
| our Society cannot Rand and proſper without them. Beſides, if 


— — — — — — . 


T. As of „ 


We are honeſt and ſincere in our Declarations of Friendſhip, and 


ambitious to promote the common Intereſt, How can we 
chuſe but to have à ſpecial Regard to the ſacred Rule of Faith 


and Manners, in all our Conduct? Can we poſſibly love and 
aſſiſt one another to propoſe, and not ſhewea tender Zeal for the 


Good and Happineſs of one another, in this and a future World ? 


May the kindeſt Influences of Heaven attend us in this Regard, 
and may no idle or leſs important Enquirys make us en. 
ful of What ſo nearly concerneth us. 1 


3 p here, Ladies, I 3 to put you in Mind, hos wine 


: ever others thiak, we can never be out of Faſhion, while we 


are bold and open in the Profeſſion and Practice of all Chriſtian 


Duties, All People who have not caſt off all Principles of Fear and 


Hope, are ſerious and attentive to the great Buſineſs of their Being. 
Religious Motives and Inſtincts are ſo very buſy in the Heart of 


every reaſonable Creature, that whoſoever would hope to govern 


a Society without any Regard to theſe Principles, is as much to 
be contemn'd for Folly, as deteſted for Impiety. Leet us endeavour 


to maintain a due Veneration for the ſupreme Being i in our whole 


Conduct, and obſerve ſtrictly the Rules of Morality i in our Deal- 
ings with one another, and with all the World. To theſe Ends it 


is of high Importance to peruſe the ſacred Scriptures often, 


and with utmoſt Attention, particularly the Pſalms of David, 
that beſt Pattern and Help to Devotion: And Solomoy's Proverbs 
.the beſt Syſtem of Morality the World was ever bleſt with. 
Nor, can we be ſo wanting to our own Duty, Pleaſure and Im- 
| DIO, as to neglect the Study of the N ew Teſtament in a 


Tpe- 
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ſpecial Matiner- ſince in thoſe ineſtimable Writings are lodged all 
the Treaſures of divine Knowledge and the Words of eternal 
Life. The beſt Way will be to make them the firſt and laſt of all 
© our Studies, to open and cloſe the Day with that facred Book, 
wherein we have a faithful and moſt entertaining Hiſtory of that 
bleſſed and miraculous Work of the Redemption of the World, 
and ſure Directions how to qualify and entitle our ſelves for the 
great Salvation purchaſed by Jeſus. This Exerciſe will compoſe 
our Thoughts into the ſweeteſt. Serenity and Chearfulneſs, and 
happily conſecrate all our Time and Studies to G o p. 


| B v Ty Ladies tho? a ſteddy Courſe of good Life, running like 

a ſmooth Stream, ſhould be a perpetual Spring to furniſh us to 
the continued Exerciſe of Vertue; tho? we ſhould live in the 
World, fo as it may hang about us like a looſe Garment, yet we 
are not tied up from making Enquiries into ſuch other Things as 
may improve our Minds in uſeful Knowledge, and render us ex- 
emplary to all who obſerve our Conduct. Tis requiſite we ſhou'd 
alſo, with due Dependance on the divine Bleſſing, read proper 
Books in our reſpe&ive Abodes. Tho? the Circumſtances of Life 
make theſe leſs our Study, than of the Male Sex, yet the Propen- 
ſity we find in our Natures to read, and the Improvements ſome 
of our Kind have made by Study, may ſatisfy us that it is an In- 
juſtice to deprive us of thoſe Means of Knowledge. How elſe 
ſhall we expreſs our Fondneſs to have our Natures reform'd, and 
refute theſe ſcandalous Aſperſions caſt upon our Sex, that we are 


made up of Pride, Affectation, Inconſtancy, Falſhood, Treache- 


rf, TY N Luſt, Ambition, Wantonneſs, Levity, Diſguiſe, 
| C T Coquetry, 
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Coquetry, and the like ill Things, fo often in the Mouths and 
Writings of Men? For my Part, Ladies, $: think the ſafeſt and 
ſureſt Way of Gainſaying ſuch light Accounts of our Sex, is to 
think them all Truths, till we can work up our own Minds and 
Practice to ſuch a Pitch of Greatneſs, as we may look down with 
Pity on the vu'gar Miſtakes concerning us. Let us endeavour to 
attain ſuch Habits and Diſpoſitions of Soul, as cannot be juſtly 
cenſured ; till we arrive that Length, I don't ſee how we can be 
ſecured from Raillery, or yet offended at it. Accordingly our Stu- 
dies ſhou'd chiefly be ſuch, as lead to Rectitude of Mind and 


Lite: And if I were to name proper Books for that Purpoſe, I 


I cou'd not make a better Choice than, I believe, all of you have 
already done in reading The whole: Duty of Man, Biſhop Tillotſon's 
Sermons, Charon on Wiſdom, The Tatler, 5 pectator, Guardian, La- 
ay's Library, Hellifax's Advice to a. Daughter, Reflections on Ridiculez 
The Gentleman inſtructed, Lucas on Happineſs,” and the like. Theſe- 
are of conſtant and univerſal Uſe to form the Mind, and direct 
us in all tlie Relations of Life that do now, or may poſſibly con- 
cern us, as Women and Chriſtians. And how uſcful and enter- 
taining will it be for us frequently to converſe in our Meetings, on 
Subjects concerning which we have read in our Retirements ! 25 


Bu T, Ladies, we have yet more Work on our Hands. And by 
the By, we may obſerve how little of our Time {hou'd be ſpent 
in Idleneſs, which too many of our Sex think themſelves indul- 
ged in, on the Account of their Softneſs and Delicay. But alas! 
muſt we think we have nothing to do, becauſe we can do no- 
thing? Shall we complain of Inabilities, when we are at no 
| Pains 


. 
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Pains to be able to perform ? Let other Women a cl what they 
will, in my Opinion, an idle one is a Monſter in the Creation. 
All Nature is buſy about us; Every Animal we ſee reproaches 
| Want of Induſtry. How inexcuſable are they, who have a greater 


Variety of Buſineſs, to which they may apply themſelves, than 


the Brutes? Reaſon opens to us a large Field of Affairs, which 


| other Creatures are not capable of. Alas! That any of our Spe- 


cies, ſhow'd at any Time complain that the Day hangs heavy up- 


on them, that they do not know what to do with themſelves, that. 


they are at a Loſs how to paſs away their Time. How mon- 
ſtrous are ſuch Expreſſions among Creatures, who have the La- 
bours of the Mind, as well as thoſe of the Body, to furniſh them 
with proper Employments? Who, beſides their little Family Af- 
fairs, can apply themſelves to the Duties of Religion, to Medita- 
tien, to the Reading of uſeful Books, to Diſcourſe; in a Word, 
who may exerciſe themſelves in the unbounded Purſuits of Know- 

ledge and Vertue, and every Hour of their Lives make them- 
| ſelves wiſer or better than they were before. But when I remem- 
ber Lam ſpeaking to you, Ladies, my Weakneſs is check'd and 
my Incivility. reprov'd. I know you have nothing more than. 
Want of Induſtry and Sloth, *Tis to your extraordinary Dili- 


gence and Application that all that Progreſs and Advancement . 


you have made.in Female Accompliſhments, are owing. I be- 
lieve 1 carry the Commendation no further than it ſhould be, 
When 1 fay, that by your Diligence you underſtand Hiſtory, Geo- 
graphy, Arithmetick and ſuch like Buſineſſes, ſo uſeful in Life, as 
well as any of your Sex. Nor do you confine your Studies ſo 
much, as to neglect the French and Tralian Languages, which are 


C . accounted 
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accounted ſo polite and Giſhionable i in this Age. But when I con- 
ſider the Improvements all of you have made in the Exgliſb Lan- 
guage, I can never ceaſe to admire your Judgment and Applica- 
tion. As nothing leis than a right Taſte of the Excellency and 
Beauty of Writing and Speaking well, could determine you to be 
at due Pains to attain them; fo, without great Induſtry and Ap- 
plication, it had been inpoiſible for you to have become Miſtreſ- 
ſes of the Engliſb Language in ſuch Perfection; eſpecially conſider- 
ing, how difficult it is for our Country People to acquire it. And 
here I cannot ceaſe to reflect with Indignation on the Negligence 
of our Sex, in this Particular ; What a Shame is it, that Ladies 


who value themſelves for Wit and Politeneſs, ſhou'd yet be igno- 


rant of their Mother Tongue? How many ſet up for Wits, that 
can't write good Senſe, in proper Language? And how few. can 
pronounce what they read, or deliver themſelves, with a proper 
Grace? 'The more trivial theſe Faults appear, the greater Re- 
proach to thoſe who cannot correct them. Few, very few of the 
Ladies T have had Occaſion to know, can ſo much as ſpell. | 
God! What have they to boaſt of? How can they cenſure others 
with the leaſt Aſſurance, who can ſcarce do any Thing to Pur- 
poſe themſelves? Pardon me then, Ladies, tho? I gratefully ac- 
knowledge my Duty to Heaven and you, on this Occaſion, for 
the Privilege of being admitted to ſhare the Bleſſings of your 
Converſation, who have diſtinguiſhed your ſelves from the com- 


mon Herd of Women, by your Diligence to acquire ſuch admi- 
rable Qualities as you now * | EE — 


AND 
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| An» here, Ladies, I think it a natural Tränſition alle to ce- 
| 1 the Bounty and Goodneſs of the Almighty God in your 
Behalf, who has furniſhed you ſo richly with Genius's capable of 
the moſt ſublime and refin'd Arts; nor does it derogate from the 
Gratitude and Duty we owe to the ſupreme Being and Author 
of theſe Talents you poſſeſs, to praiſe you for the Diligence, you 
have uſed to improve them. You have in great Meaſure perfected 4 
what Nature began ; particularly, you have made ſuch Improve- | 
ments in the Siſter Arts of Poetry, Muſick and Painting, for which 4 
your Genius's ſeem to have been deſign'd, that few, if any of our 1 
Sex, in this Kingdom, e excel you in theſe Accompliſhments. Here 
I might take Occaſion to diſcourſe at ſome Length in your Hearing, 4 
concerning theſe noble Arts you are ſo fond to cultivate and pra- mn 
Ciſe in our Club. I might make Excurſions'i in their Praiſe, and by - 
many Arguments enforce the Study of them. But, as I appre- | 
hend, you are in no ſuch Danger of neglecting them, as of being 
too curious and painful in your Enquiries that Way: I ſhall only 
with due Submiſſion and Reſpect, repreſent to you the Danger 
of employing too much of your Time about them. And while 1 - 
diſcourſe concerning them, I wou'd be underſtood to ſpeak what 43 
I know by Experience: I own it, my Genius and Fancy have 1 
been ſo bent upon ſome one or other of them at different Times, { 
that I have been frequently indiſpoſed for any Thing elſe. I have | 
ofren been tempted by their alluring Charms, to poſtpone my Du- | {| 
ty to Gov and my Neighbour, to the Gratification of my own „ 
Humour. To begin with Poetiyr (which indeed vſes not to be the 
| Temptation of too many of our Scots Lens]: What Variety of 
Charms arc in it, ta Capt ate our Miuds* Great, 


e 
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great is its Uſe in e Life. But alas! There is ſo much 
Enchantment, ſo much Poiſon under a gilded Cover, that 
none ſhould be truſted With it, who want abundance of Judg- 
ment and Taſte. T he very reading, much more the compoſing 
1s dangerous. There is, I know not what in it, that inſenſibly 
leadeth the Heart to Love, Idleneſs and Frenzy. But I would 
not be underſtood, as if I meant all Sorts of Poetry were equally 
dangerous. Divine and moral Poetry I wou'd urge with all my 
Reaſon and Rhetorick. "Tis the Hazard of reading and compo- 
ſing - ſoft and wanton Works, that warm and corrupt the Imagina- 
tion, I chiefly intend. We cannot be too careful in the Choice of 
Authors and Subjeas. Every Poem and every Theme 1s not for 
common Hands. Even thoſe who have a very good Judgment and 
Taſte are in Hazard, while they, deal i in ſuch Poetry, as is not re- 
trench'd and purify'd from whatſoever tends to the corrupting of 
the Soul. Such Poems as anſwer the original Ends of it, viz. to 
excite in the Soul lively and ſublime Notions of G op and Religi- 
on, may be uſed with Delight and Freedom. Next to the Pſalms 
of David, and other poetical Parts of Holy-Write, We have no- 
thing in our Erglþ Language that I eſteem comparable to the 
Writings of Sir Richard Blackmore, Mr. Iſaac Watts, and Doctor 
Young. There 1s alſo a Collection of divine Hymns and Poems, done 
by eminent Hands, and publiſhed by Mrs. Sizger, .which I great- 
ly admire. There are many good Performances in. Dryden's Mi 
cellanies, and other Collections and Works, which I can ſcarce 
vehture to recommend, whule they are in ſuch bad Company. 

But to you I need not be affraid to recommend the Writings of 
Milton, Cowley and Norris. Comedics 1 be read with Caution, 


and 
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and few of FO at all : But Tragedies, well wrought, are highly 
to be priz'd, and ſtudied. Yet I have not ſo much Vanity ; as a 
pick and chuſe out of them a Liſt bk tlie beſt and moſt vfefut, 
ſhall only tell you, as I have done all along, my private Ade 
ments with Freedom and Submiſſion. T have ſeen none in Engliſb 
that I like better than Shakeſpear's, Otiwaf's and Rows. I I pretend ; 
not to underſtand the Rules exactly, but I may be allowed to 
know my own Nature, and to approve moſt what works on it beſt. 
But tis Time now to vary my Subject, and J believe, Ladies, you | 
may gueſs from what I have ſaid concerning Poetry, what Regus | 
| lations I cou'd wiſh to have in the Buſineſs of Muſick and Painting. 
Fhe Fancy is oft too quick in them, andthe Soul too much affe- 
Cted by the Senſes. I ſpeak it from Experience, when Iſay Maſick 7 
in a ſpecial Manner enervates and expoſes it to be conquered by 
the firſt Temptation that invades it. Pity it is that ſo many 
Hours ſhou'd be ſquandered away on Sounds, and that we {hou'd 
take ſo much Pleaſure in gratifying a Senſe chat has ſo often pro- 
ven a Traytor to Vertue. If a chriſtian Turn was given to it, it 
wou'd be, like Poetry, the greateſt Help to diſreliſh profane. Plea-- 
ſures, and elevate the Mind. And as for Painting, for which, 1 
few have a Genius, I ſhall only ſay, it is no leſs a Pity that ſo. 
much Time ſhou'd be ſpent i in teaching a young Lady to draw a. 
Flower, or paint on a Glaſs, Sc. which ſhoud be employed in 
forming the Mind to Vertue, and the moral Duties of Life: But 
ye who underſtand the Principles of it, know well enougli how 
to manage your ſelves concerning x As you can give that Varie-- 
ty and Beauty, that Regularity and Grace to your Pictures, Wick 
can only make them valuable, ſo vou can order your: Time for the: 
ſeaſonable Entertainment. | | | 141 
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ag ſuch particular Refieftions concerning the three Siſter- 
Arts on this Occaſion: And And perhaps 1. ſhou'd not have gone ſo far 
out of the common Way « thinking and judging: now in Faſhi- 
on among our Ladies of Wit and Gallantry, if I were not con- 
ſcious of the great Danger we. are in, of carrying them to E X- 
tremes z and conſequently, of ſuffering, more Hurt, than of gain- 
ing Advantage by our Enquiries and Diyerſion that Way. 1 ſhall 
now conclude ere you are quite wear ied and diſguſted with my 
Diſcourſe. Only I beg Leave to put you in Mind, that our future 
Comfort. and Succeſs in our Club, muſt ariſe out of the happy 
Methods we fall upon at its Commencement. May the Almigh- 
ty favour. our Undertakings, and crown our Endeavours with 
ſuch Fruits, as may render us uſeful not only to our ſelves, but to 
all we are concern'd i in, and: ee to our whole Sex in theſe, 

and ee Times. 


T v 85 Sir, I have preſented 1 you with an exact Tranſeript of 
the Speech our Mrs. Speaker delivered at the Eſtabliſhment of the 
FAIR INTELLECTUAL CLius. I leave you to judge, whe- 
ther or not the Author of it deſerv'd the Chair. She has ſince 

owned to us, that, having but little Time to compoſe it, and a 
great many Things in her Head, ſhe was oblig'd to hudle up 
what occur'd to her very indiſtincly, and forgot ſome Things 
that might as properly have been obſerv d on that Occaſion. But 


from it you may guels what her Genius and Diſpoſition are. And 
TS. 


- | 


Fair Intellectual -Club. 
you will, I hope, be ſo charitabe as to believe, we have been to 


this Day as careful to maintain. good Order i in our Meetings, as 
ſhe has ** rd zealous in recommending i it. 


Bur to go on with my Hiſtory ; it is nariiri in t next Place 
to tell you, Sir, that after the forementioned Speech was delive- 
red, Work was contriv'd for every Member, as the Club found 
expedient. All the Minutes of our Progedure are in my Hand 
at preſent: But it will be needleſs to record them in this Epiſtle. 
And I ſuppoſe you have already form'd juſt Ideas of our Manage- 
ment, from what has been preſented to you. In a Word, we 
have carefully obſerv d our Rules hitherto, and made ſome new 
Regulations, as we found Cauſe. All the Speeches, Poems, Pictures, 
Oc. done by any Member, from that to this Day, are carefully 


kept. I have alſo by me an Index of the very Subjects of our 


Converſation all along, to which you, Sir, or any Member of 
your honourable Society may have Acceſs at Pleaſure. And for 
this Reaſon, I ſhall omit a great many Things that might be 
reckoned conſiderable and entertaining in this Account. There is 
one Speech however made by a young Lady, who was laſt admit- 
ted into our Club, in Room of another remov'd out of it, by a 

Husband, which I have the Vanity to tranſcribe from the Origi- 
| nal, for your Entertainment. IT own I was extremely fond of it, 
when it was delivered, But the chief Reaſon why I trouble you 
with a Copy of it, is, that you may be helped to form an Idea of 
the Nature and Method of Diſcourſes, delivered by Members at 
their Admiſſion into the Club. Take it then as followeth. 
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. her Admiſſion into the Fair Intellectual - Club. ) 


LADIES, 


H E Honour this Day conferr'd upon me is fo great, ſo ex- 
traordinary and unexpected, that whilſt I return my moſt 
grateful Acknowledgments, I am almoſt doubtful if I ought 
to believe it. When I reflect on my own Inabilities and Unfit- 
neſs to anſwer the Ends of a Member of this illuſtrious Society, 1 
find ſo many Reaſons appearing againſt my Admiſſion, that, I am 
at once ſurpriz'd at your Goodneſs, and aſhamed to preſent - my 
Perſon. Can I have the Vanity to imagine I am judg'd wor- 
thy to join you in this Eſtabliſhment? Can I believe you have 
not receeded from the eſſential Laws and Maxims you have for- 
merly maintain'd in receiving new Members? Are not all Per- 
ſons excluded this your Communion, who are not poſſeſt of a ſpot- 
lefs Vertue, an extraordinary Wit, and comparable even to you? 
And how much a Stranger to my ſelf mult I be, if Lam not con- 
ſcious I have too little juſt Claim and Pretenſion to the Character 
a Lady ſhou'd neceſſarly have before ſhe be made one of the I N- 


TELLECTUAL-Crus! 


I know Be well, Ladzes, that i in the Choice you make of 
Perſons to ſupply your vacant Seats, you have no Regard to 
LE] 5 | the 
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the precarious Dignities of Birth and F ortune ; - that Vertae, 
Breeding, a good Genius and Acquaintance with the more P 
gentle and polite Arts, have always uſhered in naked Merit to 
you: And that you do not think it is below you to ſubſtitute in 
the Room of a noble Lady, lately remov'd from your Society, 
fome Woman of a meaner Condition, whom her Genius and 
Conduct have rendered illuſtrious. Bir if you barely conſider 
me, as a Perſon of this Sort, what can Toffer you that may be 
worthy of the Favour with which you have been pleaſed to honour 
me? Is it a wretched Copy of Verſes, commendable rather on 
the Account of my Boldneſs in compoſing them, than for the 
Beauty of their Thoughts, or the Richneſs of their Language? 
Is it becauſe I have a tolerable Ear for Maſi, and can play on 
a Spinet or Flate, to the Diverſion of my partial Friends? Or is 
tit becauſe I can blend Colours, imitate a Draught, and make up 
a a filly Figure by my Pencil? No, Ladies, you are too *well. ac- 
quainted with the juſt Value of Thingss to recompenſe at ſo high 
a Rate, ſuch low Productions as mine, as to offer me upon ſo flight 


a2 Foundation, an Honour which the Knowledge, of my Want of 
| Abilities and Merit make me aſhamed to take? 


WVIuAx can then be the Reaſon which in my Behalf, has fo 
_ happily influenc'd you, on this Occaſion ? * I begin now to diſco- 


ver it, and I dare ſay, I am in the Right. Your Generoſity and 


Diſpoſition to encourage and improve the firſt Dawnings of Me- 
rit and Inclinations towards it, wherever you can find them in a 
Perſon, who, you think will at leaſt reckon her ſelf under eternal - 
1 to you, and ready to obey your Commands to the ut- 
; Us. 
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moſt of her Power. This I take to be the Gene of that 
Choice you have made of me: Your Goodneſs and Charity have 
put you on a Method to try my Reſpect and Gratitude. - With the 
Mein of a Requeſt you have commanded me, and with the 
Aſpect of receiving a Favour you have oblig d me to be for ever 
grateful and obedient. And I hope I ſhall never give you Occa- 
ſion to repent of the Choice you have made on that Score. Happy 
ſhall I be, if by my Reſpects and ſincere Submiſſions, I can perfectly 
convince you of the extreme Acknowledgment which I ſhall 


make all my Days for the unexpected Honour you have done me. 
Happy if my Attendance upon you, by my Addreſs. in bringing 


you to converſe about the moſt uſeful Things, I can engage you 
to conceal nothing of all your Knowledge and Skill, from me. 


AN p here, Ladies, J muſt be allowed to tell you, what Ideas 


T have form'd of your Club, and what Advantages I have pro- 


miſed my ſelf, by a diligent Attendance upon it. I think I ſee 
my ſelf happily plac'd in the Company of Ladies, who, as they 
are exalted above me, in Reſpect of Birth and Fortune, are alſo 
far my Superiors in the Accompliſhments of Female Life. Tis 
not my Purpoſe, and I think it wou'd be nauſeous Entertainment 

to you, to launch forth in Commendation of your Beauty, your 
Airs, Shapes, Mein and other external Conſiderations, which 
might as juſtly be the Subject of a Paxegyrick, as theſe of any o- 
ther in the Kingdom. I leave Excurſions of that Nature to your 
humble Servants of the Male Sex, who, if they have Diſcretion, 


canndqt fail to celebrate your Perfections, and, if they have Wit 
enough, will give you. more Commendation than you wou'd de- 
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Erir Intellectual - Club. 
fire to have or hear. But I beg Leave to ſay in the general, that, 
as Beauty and Vertue meet in you in a wonderful Perfection, ſo, 


as their Nature is, they mutually aſſiſt each other, Your Beau- 


ties are the more illuſtrious, that you are vertuous: Lea, your 
very Piety and Religion receive a Prevalency, as well as a Lu- 


ſtre, from the Elegancy of your Meins and the Gracefulneſs of 


your Perſons. When that which is lovely, joins with that which 
is good, the firſt makes Intereſt with our Senſes for the Admiſſion 
of the laſt, and the latter calls in the Aſſiſtance of our Reaſon to 


embrace the former. Thus it has happened, that, ſome have fixed 


their Eyes on a fair Example of Piety, to an utter Deteſtation of 
Vices, and gaz ed themſelves into a Newneſs of Life. Tis 
an excellent Obſervation I remember to have read ſome where, 
< That to behold a Perſon only vertuous, ſtirs in us a prudent Re- 
4 grate; to behold a Perſon only amiable to the Sight, warms us 

« with a religious Indignation; but to turn our Eyes on one poſſeſt 
&« of both theſe Qualifications, gives us Pleaſure and Improvement. 
„It works a Sort of Miracle, occaſions the Byaſs of our Nature to 


« fall off from Sin, and makes our very Senſes and Affections Con- 


a yerts to Religion, and Promotters of our Intereſt. Now, Ladies, 
if ſuch noble Effects may be produced in theſe, who, at a Diſtance 
behold and wonder at your Charms, what bleſt Advantages may 
I not promiſe to my ſelf, who am to be ſo happy as to be your 
conſtant Companion? There is an Obſervation in Hoh-Writ, 
which I may mention with Integrity on this Occaſion, becauſe it 
is ſo pertinent to my own Caſe. It is ſpoken by the Queen of 
Shzba, when ſhe ſaw the Wiſdom of Solomon: Happy are thy 

Men, happy: are theſe thy Servants, who p fond — before thee, 

and who hear thy H. — Bu 
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Bu 17, Lali, beſides the a I ſhall receive by a dl. 
ligent Obſervation of your Vertue and Beauty; I think I ſee my 
ſelf improven in all the Siſter Arts of Poetry, Muſick and Painting, 

in writing and ſpeaking well; and, in a Word, in all the. various 
Buſineſſes of Female-Liſe, that may be requiſite to come under 
your Conſideration. How can I miſs to be thus accompliſhed, if 
I be not mine own Enemy, whilſt I enjoy the Friendſhip and Af- 
ſiſtance of the Fain INTELLECTVUAL-CLuUs? A 
Clab, that more. than the Body regards the Mind, and prefers 
Subſtances to Shadows and Things that cannot profit. A Club, 
that pities theſe whoſe high Deſcent, whoſe Out-Side makes up all 
the Fame they know and vainly boaſt of. A Club that knows the 

true Valueand Uſe of Things, is above the Reach of Envy, and 
ſecure of the faireſt Character. A Club whoſe Glory is to pity, 
pardon and commend, but too great and good to ridicule, Cen- 
fure and diſdair In a Word, a Clab whoſe Match 1 diſpair to 
hear of or ki.ow, till I join the innumerable Company of Angels 
and _ of 8 arriv'd at conſumm ate Perfection. 


4 


| Tur 5, Sir, Was the Speech 1 valued ſo much, not merely on 

the Account of the Paregyrick the Lady was pleaſed to make upon 
our- Club, but alſo, for the genteel Matter it contains, and the 
graceful Manner of her Delivery, which laſt cannot be preſented 
to you in Paper. She ſays the Beginning of it is an aukward 
"Tranſlation of Boileau's Speech at his Admiſſion into the French 
Academy, which ſhe was oblig d to have Recourſe to, becauſe ſhe 
had but a Day's Time to prepare one. Iowa it is an Imitation of 


788 that 


Bir Inn la. Cid. 


tat great Monſieur s Speech on that Occaſion, but when you babe _—_ 


compared the two, I cou'd almoſt engage, you'll determine 20 | 


ey Ladys e all Ar en rightly conſidered. 


N ow, 85 as 1 doubt not but you are ted wich the Fon 


; ready given, fo I aſſure you I am heartily fatigued, and my Pen is 


quite uſeleſs. Vet ere I conclude the Epiſtle, I cannot forget to inform 
you of an Overture made by the Author of the precceding Speech, 
and now fram'd into a Law by the CL vs, vis. That at every Meet» 


ing a Diſcourſe ſhall be delivered on ſome Subject, according to che 


Direction and Appointment of the CLS: And that each Mem- 


ber ſhall have it by Turns, ſufficient Time being allowed them 


for Preparation thereof. In Purſuance of this Reſolution, wo 


have agreed to harangue by Turns on the moral Vertues, and 


their oppoſite Vices in the firſt Place. And next, to enter on par- 


ticular Subjects of Peet, Muſick, Painting, Wit, Breeding, Gal- 


lantry, Honour, Games, The Faſbions, Se. We think. Diſcourſes 
on the Subjects concerning which we are to converſe in our Meet- 
ings, are proper Introductions to what we ſay by Word of Mouth. 
When one of us has duly conſidered the Subject, and harangued 


upon it, we will be fitter to. talk at greater Length for our Im- 
provement; beſides, we have reſolved to make particular Criti- 


ciſms on the Beauties and Imperfections of every Diſcourſe deliver- 


ed on ſuch Occaſions, and to preſerve them all in the Hands of 


Mrs. Secretary, that our Succeſſors or other Perſons indulg'd by 


our Crus, may have-the Pleaſure to peruſe them. 


10 


. * o v 7 may | eaſily diver, Sir, that 1 3 0 over very 
conſiderable Things in our Hiſtory: But the Account I have 
given you, will enable you, as ſaid before, to judge and deter- 5 
mine concerning us. We ſhou'd be proud to be approven. by you. 

As no Perſon: who has not been, or is a Member of our CL v 8; 

is privy to our Managemen 75 except your ſelf and your honour- 
able Brethren of an Athenian Sotiety; fo I conjure you to let none 
elſe into the Secret, by expoſing this Letter, or otherwiſe, without 
Conſent of our CL. We are not afiraid of Reproach or Cen- 
Jure, tho” our Conduct was made publick, and ou Perſons known 

to the World? But by our Laws we are bound to maintain Se- . 
creſy, till all of us are willing to be known, which 1 do not * ; 
ou you will entreat of us ſo ſoon, - VVV N 
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I conclude with giving you the. agreeable Aimee of our 
CU 8's unfeignd Reſpect to yours, and particularly to your ks 
9 Cin oa Conduct they have n ads of, 1 7 
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Tour moſt obedient, and 


7 if bumble Serwant, 
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